Nasal Consonants
A) Listen to a David Letterman interview with Norah Jones.  
Open the page: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PTQdW8DCle8
While listening, pay special attention to the way they pronounce the nasals /m/, /n/ and /(/. 

“Our next guest has sold over 35 million albums worldwide, 35 million, that is certainly remarkable and now she’s making her acting debut in the film my blueberry nights which opens on Friday in selected cities.  And here we have the soundtrack CD, the soundtrack.

Please welcome the lovely Norah Jones,   Norah, come on up.  How are you?  Good to have you here. 

Thank you. 

I’m so glad you are sitting here, because every time you’re always over there. So, now it’s sort of… 

I know,  it’s kinda weird being so close to you. 

Weird? Did you say weird? 

Yeah, it’s weird, you look great. 

I’m sure I look great, of course.

Hey, speaking of looking great, this.. the film, was there a time in your life when you wanted to also pursue acting or did you just always wanted to do music? 

Mostly music, I mean, when I was maybe six years old I wanted to be an actress but I also wanted to be a veterinarian and a princess, so… you know… I was six. 

Have you done any princess work? Have you have any experience with it? 

I have yet to… no. 

So, how do you get to this film? It’s not like this was little beginner thing, an a little student kind of a project, this is like a legitimate big time movie with stars, and directors and stuff. 

Tell me about it. 

Yeah, 

How did they get you and how did you get in? And how did you feel about it? 

It was kind of an accident. It happened very randomly. I wasn’t really looking to act, but the director called and wanted to meet with me. And I was on tour at the time for my second record, and I’d never heard of him. So..

The director, tell the people who he is? 

Wan Kar Wi.  He’s a great director. Yeah. 

But I didn’t know… I’ve never heard of him. You know. So I finally got off tour, I had some free time. And they sent over a box set and I watched one of his films called, “In the Mood for Love.”  It was so beautiful I said, hey does that guy still want to meet with me, maybe he wants music or something, yeah, and he asked me, you know, “so Norah, do you want to act?”  He’s very tall and he wears dark sunglasses all the time, he’s very intimidating.  And I said, huh, I don’t really know if I can act, but it would be fun.  But, I don’t know if I can do it.  And he said, “I think you could do it.”  And then a week later he asked me to be in his film, and there was no script, no storyline, nothing.  I just had to kind of jump in blindly.” 
B) Now record your voice saying these phrases and sentences: 

· 35 million albums worldwide
· she’s making her acting debut in the film my blueberry nights
· Hey, speaking of looking great, this.. the film, was there a time in your life when you wanted to also pursue acting or did you just always wanted to do music? 

· I’d never heard of him
/(/ vs /(g/
A) Listen to these words. Notice the difference between the two groups of words:  

Spelling –ng  sounds like /(/
Singer

Ringer

Coat hanger

Bringer
banger




Spelling –ng when g is pronounced /(g/
Longer

stronger
finger

hunger

fishmonger


B) Now record your voice when you say them. 

